
PD980072 



- 10 - 



What is claimed is 

1. -Method for tracking Pcontrol of a head unit with 
respect to data tracks on a data medium, which 
5 data tracks are arranged at least in sections 

essentially parallel to the relative movement 
direction between /the data medium and the head 
unit, in which case the data tracks are split into 
successive data sections which, for their part, 
10 are each divided/ into an initial region and a 

useful region, characterized in that the method 
comprises the following steps: 

a) while a data section is moving past the head unit, 
primary measured values are determined from at 

15 least one conurol track; 

b) while the initial region of a data section is 
moving past trie head unit, secondary measured 
values are determined from at least one additional 
control tracj 

20 c) a tracking s/ignal is derived, based on the primary 
and secondary measured values, and 
d) a tracking control signal is produced from the 
tracking si/gnal. 




25 2. Method/ accofdino, to Claim 1, characterized in that 

mtrol signal is emitted to at least 
>y means of which the position of the 
'ch\can be addressed by the head unit on 
lediqm is varied. 

30 

3. Method 'according to Claim 1, characterized in 

that, wh/ile the initial region of a data section 
is moving passed the head unit, 

a) a first/ tracking signal is first of all determined 
35 from the primary measured values; 

b) a second tracking signal is then determined from 
both tfhe primary measured values and the secondary 
measured values, after which 
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c) a difference value is formed from the first and 
the second tracking signal and is stored, and 

d) during this time interval, the tracking control 
signal is produced solely from the second tracking 
signal . 



10 



15 



20 



25 



a) 
b) 



5. 



a) 



b) 



Method according to Claim 3, characterized in 
that, while the useful region of a data section is 
moving past the he^i unit, 

a first tracking signal is determined from the 
primary measured Walues, and 

during this time interval, the tracking control 
signal is producer! from the first tracking signal 
as well as the snored difference value. 

Method for recorfding data on a data medium in the 
form of tape, in which case the method comprises 
the following steps: 

a write head is/ used to record a plurality of data 
tracks on the data medium at the same time, in 
which case the /data tracks are split into 
successive data sections which, for their part, 
are each di&ided into an initial region and a 
useful regi/onA and at least one of the data tracks 
is used as fa piimary control track for tracking 



thte 



30 



control of 
furthermore, 
is recorde 
section, b 
useful regnjejn 



rite head or of a head unit, 
least one secondary control track 
the initial region of each data 
does not extend over the entire 
f the data section. 



35 



6. Method according to Claim 5, characterized in that 
the second^rly control track or tracks is or are 
limited to/ the initial region. 

Method according to Claim 5, characterized in that 
data which are used for synchronization of the 
read uniti during replay are recorded in the 
initial region of each data section, while useful 





PD980072 



- 12 - 



data are recorded in the useful region of each 
data section. 

8. Method according to Claim 5, characterized in that 
the primary control track is recorded essentially 
centrally on the data medii 



10 



Method according to^laim 5, characterized in that 



two further control 
essentially on the 
initial region ofj 



7 is are recorded 

?s of the data medium in the 
tdata section . 



15 



20 



10. Magnetic tape h^vjing a plurality of data, tracks 

which are arranged parallel to one another and are 
split into $Ata sections which, for their part, 
.nto an initial region and a useful 
region, i/i which case at least one control track 
extends /over the entire length of the data 
section, characterized in that at least one 
additional control track is provided, which is 
limited to the respective initial region of each 
data section. 




